but a child, a Council of Regency was created consisting of Salar Jung and
Shams-ul-Umrah Ameer-i-Kabir for conducting the affairs of the State and
for training the child ruler. The last word in all executive matters was with
Salar Jung as the Prime Minister of the State.

CREATED A KNIGHT.

In recognition of his great services to the British Government and in
appreciation of the markedly able administration of the State, he was created
a Knight Grand Commander of the Most Exalted Order of the Star of India
by Her Imperial Majesty the late Queen Victoria. On the 6th of
January 1871 he was invested with the insignia of the Order.

STAUNCH LOYALTY.

We have already referred to Sir Salar Jung's devotion to the person
of his sovereign and his undeviating attachment to the glorious virtues of
loyalty and respect. Mr Princep relates an anecdote to illustrate this.
When the Nizam, he writes, was paying a visit to Golconda he, boylike, ran
into Sir Salar Jung's room and found the Minister taking his siesta. The
Minister had taken off his girdle. Now, to be in the Nizam's company
without a girdle is a breach of etiquette and the Minister at once handed
over to the little Nizam fifteen gold mohurs. The next morning he paid
Rs. 1500 to complete the self-imposed fine.

THE BERAR QUESTION.

In the year 1872, while at the very height of administrative vigour,
Sir Salar Jung, having reconstructed the State finances and with a sufficient
balance of ready money on hand, opened the Berar question, and the
Regents, after careful consideration, submitted to the Government of India
a proposal substituting a cash security for the territorial assignment of the
Berars. This was refused by the Government of India who wrote to say
that " the maintenance of the treaties of the year 1833 and 1860 did not rest,
as the Regents appear to contend, upon the pleasure of the Nizam " and
pointed out that the provision of a territorial guarantee " is one of the

fundamental principles of both the treaties ".   Here the matter, for the time
being, rested.

VISIT OF H. R. H. THE PRINCE OF WALES.

*

In July 1875 the visit of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales
(afterwards King and Emperor Edward VII) was announced. To give the
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